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Introduction

The Bellevue Pubic School District maintains a tradition of musical excellence.  Our band program is an active and vital part of the Bellevue Public Schools and the Bellevue community.  All students have an opportunity to become involved in the instrumental music program beginning in 6th grade.

Bellevue Public Schools believes that:

· Music is basic to learning.  It is one of the ways our brain comprehends the world.

· Music skills are vital to developing cultural, historical, and aesthetic values. 

· Participation in music stimulates intellectual development.

· Students in band develop social skills, self-discipline, teamwork, problem-solving skills and self-expression.   
Students are expected to participate to the best of their abilities and to contribute positively to their band program.  Band students are also expected to work hard to improve themselves as individuals and as musicians.  

General Information

At the beginning of the year, band directors screen students on woodwind, brass and percussion instruments.  This screening process involves each student trying several instruments and discussing their preferences with the band director.  At the end of the screening process the band director will make a recommendation for an instrument the student should play. Recommendations are based on the student’s physical characteristics, which instrument the student is most interested in playing, and instruments your family may already own.  

Families who are in need of an instrument usually rent or buy one.  Renting an instrument from a music dealer provides a new, or nearly new instrument for the student.  The initial cost is relatively low and most plans are on a “rent-to-own” basis.
Use of School Instruments

The school district has a limited inventory of instruments, including baritones, French horns, and tubas, for those students recommended to play them.  Band directors assign the school–owned instruments on a “first come – first serve” basis.  Instruments supplied by the school must receive reasonable care.  Students who are assigned a school instrument must complete an instrument loan agreement form and have parental/guardian permission to use the instrument.  Bellevue Public Schools encourages all interested students to participate in the band program regardless of financial status.  If financial considerations are an issue with your family, please contact your band director. Let us know your concerns and we’ll do our best to assist you.

Daily Rehearsal

Each school’s band director provides comprehensive music instruction.  Students learn music theory, music history, multi-cultural music, and receive instruction on their band instrument within each class period.  For each rehearsal students are to bring their instrument, their book, and a pencil.  Students rehearse about 30 minutes during the school day and do not miss instruction in their regular classroom while in band.  
Method Books

One copy of Essential Elements 2000, Book 1 will be given to each 6th grade band student.  To keep your child motivated through the year a companion DVD & CD is included with this method book.  One book is provided free of charge.  It is the student’s responsibility to replace a lost or damaged book.

Practicing

Establishing good study habits for music and other academics is a must!  Keeping a consistent practice time and place creates the greatest potential for success.  Band directors expect students to practice each week.  A good rule of thumb is to practice about 15 - 20 minutes a day.  Have your child play for you at least once each week.  Your support at home makes all the difference!

Grading

Quarterly grades are based on the following criteria: daily participation, written exams, and playing exams.  

Instrument Storage


Students may be allowed to store their instruments in the music room area though we recommend that instruments be taken home each night.  All instruments should have student information (name, phone number, address, and school) attached to them.  Identifying marks or material on the case is recommended to avoid having confusion in the storage area.  

“Stick with It”


All students who begin in band are expected to continue their studies for the entire year.  There are many challenges and activities throughout the year and some students really start finding their biggest successes in the second semester.  Make a commitment now to keep band a part of your child’s entire 6th grade year. 

Band Activities


Your child will perform in at least two concerts during the year.  Concerts give students the opportunity to perform, set and achieve common goals, and show student.  Attendance at concerts is required.  If a conflict arises a parent or guardian must notify the band director at least two weeks prior to the concert.  

Saturday Band Program 2013
The Saturday Band Program begins in January and ends in March.  This optional program brings together 6th grade students from around the district on Saturday mornings to rehearse and perform a concert.  The program is free of charge.  More information will be provided at the end of November.

Solo and Small Group Festival 2013
On April 29, 2013, an evening of solo and small group performances is scheduled to give students an extra challenge.  Students play in a positive environment and receive comments from other band directors.  The program is free of charge. More information will be sent home in April.

Summer Band 

A summer band program meets everyday during summer school to allow students to continue to develop their skills.  This program is located at two locations in the district.  Private lessons are offered as well as age-appropriate band rehearsals.  Information about the summer programs is sent out in March.  There is no charge for this program.  

Thank you for taking time to read this handbook.  This information is for you to be aware of throughout the year.  Please keep the front pages and return this form to your band director by Friday, September 7th.
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Return this portion only to your band director

Student’s Name________________________________________________________

Yes, I have read and understand the band handbook.  I agree to support my child by providing a place and time to practice and encouraging their musical development.


Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________

